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I am pleased he said some nice things 

about the Secretary of Defense, but it 
is very clear in his statement that he 
wants—obviously, he didn’t say so, but 
it is pretty clear to anyone listening to 
him—ground troops. The Special 
Forces are not enough. He wants more, 
and the American people don’t want 
more ground troops. 

He also said it is too bad—I am para-
phrasing what he said—that we are 
going to take away the ability to have 
enhanced interrogation. That is 
waterboarding and all that other stuff 
that doesn’t work. 

JOHN MCCAIN was on the floor yester-
day. Now if there is anyone in the 
world who should have some under-
standing about torture, he should. He 
was tortured not once but multiple 
times when he was a prisoner of war in 
Vietnam. He came yesterday—I have 
heard him before—and said: Torture 
doesn’t work. We do better without 
torture. 

But again, that is what the Repub-
lican leader is talking about. 

I would remind those listening that 
President Obama has done a great deal 
to keep America safe and secure. There 
is no better example of that—there was 
a lot of talk previously about Osama 
bin Laden—than that Osama bin Laden 
is dead. It was done on President 
Obama’s watch, at his direction. 

f 

FAIR DAY IN COURT FOR KIDS 
ACT 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, for the last 
2 years our great country has faced a 
humanitarian crisis arising from Cen-
tral America. Thousands and thou-
sands of migrants, mainly women and 
children, have fled to our border and to 
other countries in the region to escape 
the growing violence in the region. 

Most of these women and children 
come from the so-called Northern Tri-
angle countries—El Salvador, Guate-
mala, and Honduras—where crime and 
lawlessness have overrun the people. 
And that is an understatement. 

El Salvador is the murder capital of 
the world. There isn’t a close second. 
There are more murders per capita 
than in any nation on the planet. El 
Salvador’s murder rate is 26 times 
higher than the United States. 

Among El Salvador, Honduras, and 
Guatemala, El Salvador beats them all 
for a murder rate, but the other two 
countries, Honduras and Guatemala, 
are third and seventh. In these coun-
tries, the rates for female homicide are 
unbelievably high. Again, El Salvador 
ranks No. 1 for female homicides. As I 
have indicated, we have Honduras, 
which is third, and Guatemala is sev-
enth. 

That is why you see these women and 
children fleeing—fleeing for their lives. 
It is not just murder that these des-
perate people are trying to escape. Peo-
ple in these countries are imperiled by 
high rates of human trafficking, drug 
trafficking, sexual assaults, and wide-
spread corruption. 

It is an understatement to say that 
these places aren’t safe to live. These 
refugees in our hemisphere are seeking 
protection. They are escaping to neigh-
borhood countries, desperate to find 
someplace to go to hide, someplace to 
find sanctuary. Many make the trek 
through Mexico to our southern border, 
and it is a long ways. What they do to 
get to our border is really quite unbe-
lievable. 

What do they do when they get to our 
border? They don’t sneak in; they don’t 
try to find a boat to go across the Rio 
Grande. These little kids throw up 
their arms and say in the best way 
they can: I am here; do something to 
help me. 

That is how desperate they feel—des-
perate to feel safe, to feel some protec-
tion. They are refugees in every sense 
of the word. 

In January the State Department an-
nounced that it would start a refugee 
program in El Salvador, Honduras, and 
Guatemala after ‘‘concluding that the 
epidemic of violence by international 
criminal gangs in the three countries 
had reached crisis proportions and re-
quired a broader, regional response.’’ 

I applaud Secretary Kerry and his 
team for making this humane and prin-
cipled decision. It is a good first step, 
and it will help people apply for ref-
ugee status at home so they don’t have 
to make a trip through Mexico and 
other extremely dangerous places. 

But for those who have already 
reached our border seeking asylum, we 
must ensure that they are treated fair-
ly, with respect. These refugees should 
have help in making their asylum re-
quest. That means they should have 
some legal representation. 

Under current U.S. law, there is no 
right to appointed counsel in non-
criminal immigration removal pro-
ceedings, even if the person in question 
is a baby, a child. Think about that. 
These children who don’t speak English 
and are in a new country are unreason-
ably expected to represent themselves 
in a tribunal. 

Approximately 70 percent of women 
and children and 50 percent of unac-
companied children who enter the 
United States don’t have a lawyer 
when standing before a judge in depor-
tation proceedings. It sounds hard to 
be true, but it is. 

There is an organization called Kids 
in Need of Defense, or KIND. It is a 
wonderful organization. I admire it. It 
is incredible. This nonprofit organiza-
tion is trying to help these children. 
Their executive director watched as a 
5-year-old girl was brought before an 
immigration judge. 

The little girl was clutching a doll. 
She was so short she could barely see 
over the table to the microphone. She 
sat there before a robed immigration 
judge, with a trial attorney from the 
Department of Homeland Security on 
the other side of the chamber, in effect, 
saying: Send her back. 

She was unable to answer any ques-
tions that the judge asked her except 

for the name of her doll: ‘‘Baby Baby 
Doll.’’ That was the name of her doll. 
But this is the worst part. This small 
child was expected to make a case of 
why she should be granted asylum 
under U.S. immigration laws. 

KIND matched her with an attorney 
from a major law firm who successfully 
helped her win her case. KIND is doing 
a wonderful job, but they are so short-
handed. 

Immigration law is a complex area of 
law, and it should not be a place where 
toddlers are placed in this situation. 
Children without attorneys are much 
more vulnerable than adults. So 9 out 
of 10 children without attorneys are or-
dered deported. 

According to the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees, a ma-
jority of recently arrived unaccom-
panied children are eligible for legal 
protection that would allow them to 
lawfully remain in the United States, 
but they can’t access these protections 
because they don’t have anyone to tell 
them what the protections are. They 
can’t access these protections without 
an attorney to represent them in court 
or even to ensure they receive proper 
notice of their hearings. Children with 
attorneys are five times more likely to 
be granted protection. 

Picture this little girl. This little girl 
represents thousands of children who 
have been abused in many different 
ways. They have seen their parents 
murdered, humiliated, and hurt. Her 
name is Angela. This little kid is 9 
years old—a sweet little thing, 9 years 
old. She arrived at our southern border 
fleeing from the murder capital of the 
world, El Salvador. 

She is one of the fortunate kids. Kids 
in Need of Defense, the nonprofit group 
I mentioned, provided her with legal 
representation. She was granted legal 
immigration status. 

So look at this picture. I have looked 
at it many, many times. I took this 
home with me last night. 

Think of all the children, kids her 
age and younger—she is 9 years old—all 
who don’t have representation. Think 
of a child like this standing alone in a 
court of law with a language barrier on 
top of it. This isn’t how we should treat 
refugees. It is certainly not how we 
should treat children fleeing violence. 

Today I am introducing the Fair Day 
in Court for Kids Act. That is the name 
of my legislation. My legislation would 
mandate that the government appoint 
a counsel, a lawyer, to help these kids, 
unaccompanied children, and other 
vulnerable individuals such as those 
who are victims of abuse, torture, and 
violence. My legislation would also re-
quire the Department of Homeland Se-
curity to make legal orientation pro-
grams available to all detention cen-
ters so people know their rights and re-
sponsibilities. 

Deportation means death to some of 
these people, and I am not being overly 
dramatic. A study documents 83 people 
who had been deported from this 
Northern Triangle who were subse-
quently murdered—83. Given the life- 
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and-death consequences of deportation 
in this region, we must ensure that we 
are not putting asylum-seeking women 
and children in harm’s way. We can do 
this by making sure that these des-
perate women and children have a law-
yer. 

The humanitarian crisis at our door-
step demands that we, as Americans, 
affirm our fundamental values of pro-
tection and due process, especially for 
children. The Fair Day in Court for 
Kids Act will uphold these most basic 
American virtues and values which we 
hold dear. 

Protecting children—children like 
Angela—isn’t a partisan issue. This is 
something I hope we can all agree on. 

So I urge my colleagues, Democrats 
and Republicans, to support this legis-
lation. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

TRADE FACILITATION AND TRADE 
ENFORCEMENT ACT OF 2015— 
CONFERENCE REPORT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the conference 
report to accompany H.R. 644, which 
the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Conference report to accompany H.R. 644, a 

bill to reauthorize trade facilitation and 
trade enforcement functions and activities, 
and for other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the time until 10:30 
a.m. will be equally divided between 
the two leaders or their designees. 

The Senator from Utah. 
Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, today the 

Senate is poised to take a major step 
forward in advancing a robust agenda 
for international trade that better re-
flects the realities of the 21st century 
global economy. It provides real bene-
fits for our country. 

Later today, the Senate will vote on 
and hopefully pass the conference re-
port for H.R. 644, the Trade Facilita-
tion and Trade Enforcement Act of 
2015, legislation that we originally 
passed last May. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that Senator WYDEN follow my re-
marks in this matter. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. HATCH. I am coauthor of this 

legislation, and many of the provisions 
in this conference report have been in 
the works for several years. I also 
chaired the conference committee that 
was charged with reconciling the dif-
ferences between the Senate-passed 
and House-passed versions of this bill. 

In my view, the committee was a 
huge success. I believe our report rep-
resents a strong bipartisan, bicameral 

agreement to address a number of 
trade policy priorities. 

I want to talk about some of the spe-
cifics of this legislation, which most of 
us generally refer to as the ‘‘Customs 
bill.’’ Once this bill is signed into law— 
and I hope it will be in short order—it 
will enact policies designed to achieve 
three main goals. 

The first goal is to facilitate and 
streamline the flow of legitimate trade 
into and out of the United States. The 
bill makes a number of changes to re-
duce bureaucracy and improve con-
sultation among executive agencies, 
Congress, and the private sector. These 
changes will facilitate trade and im-
prove our competitiveness by reducing 
unnecessary burdens and delays cre-
ated by our overly bureaucratic sys-
tem, which, in turn, will help create 
jobs and grow our economy. 

The second major goal of the Cus-
toms bill is to improve enforcement of 
our trade laws. It does so in a number 
of ways. For example, the bill estab-
lishes a new, improved process at CBP 
for dealing with evasion of our anti- 
dumping and countervailing duties 
laws and provides clear direction and 
robust rules for identifying and ad-
dressing currency manipulation on the 
part of our trading partners. It also in-
cludes dramatic improvements to bet-
ter protect U.S. intellectual property 
rights. This has been a high priority 
for me, as most of my colleagues know, 
and it is a high priority for my people 
in the State of Utah, whose economy is 
highly dependent on strong intellectual 
property rights. Combined, these en-
forcement provisions will provide 
greater protection for American work-
ers and consumers and help ensure that 
foreign competitors will not have un-
fair advantages in the global market-
place. 

The third major goal of the Customs 
conference report is to strengthen the 
trade promotion authority statute that 
we enacted last year, reflecting various 
priorities and concerns from Members 
of both parties. For example, the bill 
clearly and strongly reaffirms that 
trade agreements should not include— 
and TPA procedures should not be used 
dealing with respect to—immigration 
policy or greenhouse gas emissions. It 
also creates a new negotiating objec-
tive to remove barriers facing Amer-
ican fishermen who export into foreign 
markets, and it provides important 
procedures related to the reporting of 
human trafficking. 

While this Customs bill was specifi-
cally designed to address these three 
policy goals, it goes further to address 
other priorities as well. For example, 
the bill will combat politically moti-
vated boycotts, divestments, and sanc-
tions against Israel, bolstering our al-
ready strong economic ties with one of 
our most important strategic allies. 
And it provides trade preferences for 
Nepal in order to provide economic re-
covery in the aftermath of the dev-
astating earthquake last year. 

Before I conclude, I do want to note 
that a number of my colleagues, as 

well as businesses and job creators 
around the country, were hoping that 
the conference report on the Customs 
bill would include a reauthorization of 
the miscellaneous tariff bills, or MTBs. 
I want to make clear that I support 
MTBs and want to get them passed. 
That is why they were included in the 
original Senate-passed version of the 
Customs bill. There are, of course, 
some procedural concerns that com-
plicate the MTBs, particularly over in 
the House, which have made it difficult 
to reach a workable compromise. How-
ever, the conference report does in-
clude a strong sense-of-Congress state-
ment reaffirming our shared commit-
ment to advancing MTB legislation in 
a process that provides robust con-
sultation and is consistent with both 
House and Senate rules. 

I also want to reaffirm my personal 
commitment as chairman of the Sen-
ate Finance Committee to work with 
my colleagues to find a path forward 
on MTBs that will work for those on 
both sides of the Capitol. Needless to 
say, I am very pleased with how this 
conference report turned out. 

I have many people I want to thank, 
and I will thank them once the bill 
gets done. For now, I specifically want 
to thank the vice chair of the con-
ference committee, Chairman KEVIN 
BRADY, for his work on both the com-
mittee itself and on the substance of 
the report. 

I also want to thank the ranking 
member of the Finance Committee, 
Senator WYDEN, for his efforts to en-
sure passage of this conference report. 
It is a pleasure to work with Senator 
WYDEN, and we have very much been 
able to work in a bipartisan way as we 
worked on this committee together. 

Last spring, Republicans and Demo-
crats on the Finance Committee came 
together to draft and report four major 
pieces of legislation, three of which 
have already been signed into law. 
That, of course, included our TPA bill, 
a bill to renew important trade pref-
erences programs, and another bill to 
reauthorize the Trade Adjustment As-
sistance program. The fourth was our 
Customs bill, the one we will hopefully 
pass today. 

These four bills represented the pri-
orities of Members throughout the Sen-
ate and on both sides of the aisle. Col-
lectively, they will shape the policy 
landscape on trade—not just here in 
the United States but around the world 
as well—for years to come. Perhaps 
more importantly, they also represent 
what is possible when Members of both 
parties work together to achieve com-
mon goals. 

Of those four bills, the Customs bill 
is the only one that hasn’t been en-
acted into law. I am cautiously opti-
mistic that we will rectify that later 
today. I am hoping that, just like the 
three other trade bills, the Customs 
bill will pass with broad, bipartisan 
support. 

I urge all of my colleagues to vote 
later today to advance the Customs bill 
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